
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 

Monday 9th September 2013 

 

1. Present from the Council:  Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Ceri Larman; Sue Hussey; Roger Blyth; 

Kate Burt; Stuart Hogg; Philip Hope-Cobbold; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public:  Stephen Burroughes [County Councillor]; Mrs Catherine Fulton; 

 Mr Dixie Dean;  

3. Apologies for Absence: PCSO Thora Taylor. 

4. Declaration of Interest: Philip Hope-Cobbold: Agenda Item 9[a];  

                                            Roger Blyth: Agenda Item 9[c] 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2013 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record. 

 

6. Matters Arising from the 8th July Council meeting: 

a. Community Area Update: No major problems were found during the July inspection, 

although Kate had noted increased rabbit activity, and also questioned the siting of the 

dog waste bin.  Councillors explained the sequence of events leading to the bin’s 

purchase and why it had been positioned near to the entrance to the Community Area.  

Peter reported that one of the fence posts, near to the stile, was broken. He had 

replaced another missing hut window from his stock of spares, repaired the door and 

nailed down some loose boards. He had also straightened one of the goalposts and 

washed down some of the equipment.  Sue reported that birds were roosting in the 

shed, gaining access through a gap at the top of the gable.  There was a split along one 

of the large swing seats, and there was recent damage to one of the swing supports, at 

ground level. It was thought that this was probably caused by a strimmer and Ceri 

suggested putting plastic sleeves around the supports, similar to those used to protect 

saplings. Philip kindly agreed to provide something suitable to protect the swing 

supports.  It was agreed to arrange a working party in the spring, to deal with any 

outstanding matters. The clerk reported that arrangements had been made for the 

annual Community Area inspection to be carried out during September. 

b. Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths:  The Chairman referred to his 

attendance at a site meeting with a Suffolk Highways representative on the 16th July, to 

deal with outstanding issues raised by the Council.  The meeting had proved very useful 

and councillors had already seen the subsequent response received from Highways, 

outlining the timescale for proposed action to be taken. One of the main causes for 

concern is the partially blocked drainage culvert – Main Road to Hoo Lane. Highways 

have arranged for the SCC maintained section to be cleared before the onset of winter. 

Roger also agreed to investigate the ditch that runs alongside Hoo Lane and takes the 

outflow from the culvert.  With regard to the long-standing problems caused by the 

blocked road gullies – Main Road A12 -  Highways advised that these are due to be 

cleaned in September/October.  Following further discussion on this particular issue, 

councillors supported Stephen’s suggestion, that if the problems continued, after the 

gullies were cleaned, the council should ask Highways to undertake a survey and put 

forward some recommendations for consideration. 

c. SNT – Police Report: A written report, advising that no crimes had been recorded for the 

village during July, had been circulated. [Copy to be filed with Minutes] 

d. Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator:  The Chairman welcomed and introduced Mrs 

Catherine Fulton, who had taken on the voluntary role of Neighbourhood Watch co-

ordinator for the village, and thanked her for attending the meeting.  Mrs Fulton  
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reported briefly on her progress to date and her plans to put a piece in the Ebb and Flow 

to provide contact details for other interested parties.  Peter confirmed that he would  

be happy to include some details on the Council website, if there was enough 

information to fill a page.  

e. Proposed Refurbishment of the village sign: Stuart reported that work was still on-going 

and he hoped to be able to report further progress at the next meeting. 

f. Four Village Bypass Working Party: Stuart reported that the working party was waiting 

to meet with EDF representatives. Matters were still on-going and members remained 

committed to maintaining the momentum in pressing for a four village bypass to be 

included in any final plan.  Stephen advised that the Joint Local Authorities Group, on 

which he sits, continues to push for the four village bypass options to be fully explored. 

g. Litter Pick 2013: Most councillors had now completed their designated areas. 

h. Little Glemham Community Area: Renewal of Lease: The clerk confirmed that, as 

instructed, she had signed the lease, on behalf of the Council, and forwarded the 

document to the Estate’s agents, as requested. [Copy to be held in the Council’s files] 

Details of any additional costs associated with the drawing up of the new contract, to be 

borne by the Council, had not yet been received. [A.P. Philip] 

i. Further ideas/suggestions on possible parish strategies/projects, in particular relating 

to highway/road safety issues, which might attract Locality Budget funding: The clerk 

referred to discussions at the last meeting relating to road safety issues, including the 

provision of traffic speed reduction measures, such as flashing speed limit signs at each 

end of the village. Stephen commented on his involvement with a current speed 

awareness campaign in neighbouring parishes.  He felt that there were several options 

that could be explored, including digital visual display signs, the siting of which would 

have to be checked by the police, and speed guns.  With regard to speed guns, the 

Chairman thought it unlikely that enough volunteers could be found to run the initiative.  

After further discussion, councillors accepted Stephen’s offer to liaise with SCC and the 

police on behalf of the Council. He will then formulate some viable options for the 

Council’s consideration at a future meeting. [A.P. Stephen Burroughes] 

 

7. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report:  Stephen highlighted several issues covered in his 

informative written report, already circulated, and answered questions.  Referring  to a 

District Council matter, the Chairman asked if a decision had been made regarding the 

proposal to cap local council precepts by imposing referendums on a precept increase of 2% 

or more.  Stephen agreed to look into the matter, and provide an update in due course.  

 

8. District Councillor’s Report: Nothing further to report. 

 

9. Planning:  

a. Planning Application Ref: C13/1351: Glemham Hall, Main Road: Change of use of the 

summerhouse & adjacent areas, etc.  On a Proposition by Cllr. Stuart Hogg, councillors 

unanimously ratified the decision to approve this application – LGPC views submitted to 

SCDC prior to the deadline.  The clerk advised that the application had subsequently 

been APPROVED by SCDC. 

b. Amended plans Ref: C13/1110: 45 Church Road: Noted: No Further action, as instructed 

by the Chairman. Application subsequently APPROVED by SCDC. 

c. Planning Application Ref: C13/0879: Sink Farm, Church Road: Conversion of redundant 

farm buildings, etc., into holiday accommodation etc. Advised by SCDC that application 

has been withdrawn.  It was understood that the application will be resubmitted at a 

later date. 
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The clerk updated councillors on the following applications: 

d. Planning Application Ref: C13/0762: Land opposite 20 Shop Lane – Erection of 

detached dwelling:  Application REFUSED by SCDC. 

e. Planning Application Ref: C13/1220: Laneside, 18 Shop Lane, Erection of single storey 

rear extension etc.:  Application APPROVED by SCDC.                                  

 

10. Finance: 

a. Financial Update: 

The amount in the current account is:                                                                    £       8.68 

The amount in the deposit account is:                                                                    £4,168.08 

                                                                                                                          Total:   £4,176.76 

b. Invoices for Payment: No invoices were presented for payment. 

The combined amount in the accounts therefore remains at £4,176.76 

The Chairman asked the clerk to provide payslips for future bus shelter cleaning invoices. 

[A.P. Clerk] 

 

c. External Audit Report: The accounts for 2012/13 have now been officially approved by 

the external auditors. One issue was raised relating to ‘fixed assets’. Auditors had noted 

that the council did not appear to have included all additions of fixed assets in the year 

in box 9 of Section 1 of the Annual Return. However, the clerk pointed out that there 

had been no such additions of fixed assets during the year and she was in the process of 

trying to resolve this matter.  The clerk was pleased to report that the accounts had 

been satisfactory in all other areas and the report was unanimously accepted and 

approved by the Council.  It was noted that no audit fee was payable. 

d. Review of Clerk’s Salary and Proposed incremental scale increase: 

1. Details of the 2013/14 National Salary Award for Local Council Clerks, effective 

from 01.04.13 were, on a Proposition by the Chairman, unanimously approved and 

adopted as follows: 

Part-time clerk’s hourly rates: SCP [Spinal Column Point] 18: 

  Increase from present £8.919p/hour to £9.009p/hour [backdated to 1.4.13] 

2. Proposed incremental scale increase: At present the clerk’s hourly rate is based on 

SCP 18 [As shown above, £9.009p/hour] 

A proposal to increase hourly rate to SCP 19 [£9.345p/hour] backdated to 1.4.13, 

was unanimously approved and adopted.  

       The clerk thanked the Council for their decision in this matter. 

 

11. Matters noted as received and circulated during the summer recess: 

a. N.A.L.C. Parish polls reform 

b. SCDC Local Plan Core Strategy & Development Management Policies Development Plan 

Document [Core Strategy] – Notice of Adoption [Regulations 26 & 35] 

c. Sizewell C Groundwater investigations [Information circulated for the attention of 

Sizewell C Community Forum members] 

d. SCDC – SHLAA: “call-out for sites” review. 

e. The Local Government Boundary Commission for England: Electoral Review of Suffolk. 

f. Sizewell C Update: Offer to give a short presentation to update the Council on progress 

to date [now arranged for representative to attend October’13 meeting] 

12. Any Other Business: 

1. Suffolk Coastal District Local Plan [The “New Local Plan”] It was agreed to keep the new 

plan documents on file for future reference. 
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2. Stuart referred to the increasing number of ‘damage only’ traffic accidents at the 

A12/Church Road junction which were not being recorded, and therefore not included in 

road safety statistics. It was agreed to seek the police’s view on this matter. 

3. Philip presented his apologies for the October meeting. 

 

13. Date of next meeting: Monday 14th October 2013 at 8.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

                                                                    Peter Chaloner 

                                                                    Chairman 

                                                  Date:        14th October 2013 
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