
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 

Monday 14th October 2013 

 

1. Present from the Council: Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Sue Hussey; Roger Blyth; Kate Burt; 

Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public:  Stephen Bayfield; 

3. Apologies for Absence:  Philip Hope-Cobbold; Ceri Larman; Stuart Hogg; Stephen 

Burroughes [County Councillor] PCSO Thora Taylor; 

4. Declaration of Interest: None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2013 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record. 

6. Matters Arising from the 9th September Council meeting: 

a. Community Area Update: Sue had noted increased rabbit activity, one broken fence 

post and a split on one of the large swing seats during the September inspection. The 

annual community area inspection was carried out by PlaySafety Ltd on behalf of RoSPA  

on 19th September, and their report had been circulated via email.  Councillors were 

pleased to note that the report overall was satisfactory. The inspection had identified 

some minor issues, some of which the Council was already aware of, including:  surface 

holes on grassed area; loose handgrips on the ‘rocker whale’; damage to swing supports 

at ground level; recommendation to close the S connectors on some of the swing chains 

to prevent easy removal of chains; damaged rubber grass matting; Peter agreed to look 

at the ‘S connectors’ on the swing chains and the loose handgrips on the ‘rocker whale’.  

With regard to the damage to the swing supports, Philip had agreed at the last meeting 

to provide something suitable to put around the supports at ground level, to protect 

against further damage. It was further suggested that the posts should first be treated 

with wood preservative.  Councillors acknowledged that the damaged rubber grass 

matting referred to in the report should be replaced, preferably before April, and the 

clerk was asked to investigate sources/costs for a replacement mat.  [A.P. Clerk] 

b. Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths:  It was not clear if Highways had yet 

cleared the blocked road gullies and partially blocked drainage culvert, as reported at 

the last meeting. [Clerk to check].  Roger apologised for not yet investigating the ditch 

that runs alongside Hoo Lane but would do so as soon as possible.  Kate reported that 

she had seen workers cutting back some of the hedgerows along the A12 and some of 

the overgrown vegetation along the footpath leading to the Church had been cut back. 

[A.P. Clerk; Roger] 

c. SNT – Police Report:  A written report, providing  full details of 2 crimes recorded for 

Little Glemham during August and September had been circulated [Copy to be filed with 

Minutes] 

d. Neighbourhood Watch Update: Catherine had confirmed that she had put a notice in 

the latest edition of the Ebb and Flow and was forwarding newsletters onto the 

Chairman for inclusion on the LGPC website.  

e. Refurbishment of the Village Sign: Nothing further to report. 

f. Four Village Bypass Working Party: Nothing further to report. 

g. Sizewell C Update: The clerk had circulated information confirming that it had not been 

possible to arrange a mutually convenient date for EDF to give a presentation to the 

Council before the next Sizewell C Community Forum meeting, now arranged for 

Thursday 21st November.  Kate kindly agreed to deputize for the Chairman who was 

unable to attend due to a prior commitment. [Clerk to forward necessary details]  
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                      The Chairman commented that once Hinkley gets the go-ahead, Sizewell C will start to  

                       move forward again, although he understood that it could be another year before the  

                       Stage 2 consultations begin. 

h. Traffic Accidents [damage only] at the A12/Church Road junction: The clerk had 

circulated the reply received from the police, acknowledging the Council’s concerns and 

outlining the current legislation and procedures in this matter.  With regard to road 

safety issues, Sue referred to Hacheston’s use of speed guns as part of a speed 

awareness campaign, and wondered if Little Glemham could benefit from a similar 

scheme.  The Chairman repeated his concerns about the likely costs, which could prove 

prohibitive; the dubious likelihood of recruiting enough volunteers to run the initiative 

and the lack of any attaching legal powers. 

 

7. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report:  Copies of Stephen’s written report had been circulated. 

The Chairman referred to two matters: 

1. Road safety issues:  Stephen had confirmed that he can allocate some monies from his 

Highways Budget to fund a traffic calming scheme and offered to meet the Chairman to 

look at this in more detail. This would enable him to discuss possible options/timescales 

etc. at a meeting with highways staff at the end of October. The possibility of flashing 

speed limit signs in the village and extending the speed limit beyond the present 

boundaries were suggested at the last meeting. The Chairman pointed out that speed 

limits were not a panacea for all problems and felt that the latter option could cause 

problems, particularly for pedestrians trying to cross the A12, given the already high 

volumes of traffic using the road. Kate strongly felt that any success would depend on 

how committed and consistent the Parish Council was and urged councillors to explore 

all of the options that are likely to attract Highways Budget funding. The Chairman felt 

that ultimately the Council should put all its efforts into campaigning for the four-village 

bypass and several councillors thought efforts should focus on achievable solutions, 

rather than schemes that had no realistic chance of success.  After further discussion, it 

was agreed to explore the possibility of flashing speed limit signs, which it was thought 

might be a viable option to pursue. [A.P. Chairman] 

2. Proposal to cap local council Precepts by imposing referendums on a Precept increase of 

2% or more:  Stephen had advised that he hoped to clarify this issue as soon as possible.  

Referring to the letter received from S.A.L.C. regarding Precepts and grants to local 

councils, [Agenda 11[c]] the Chairman commented that grant assistance may be 

available this year. 

 

8. District Councillor’s Report: Nothing further to report. 

9. Planning: Nothing to report. 

 

10. Finance: 

a. Financial Update: 

The amount in the current account is:                                                      £       8.68 

The amount in the deposit account is:                                                      £5,718.62* 

                                                                                                          Total:     £5,727.30 

           *This figure includes the 2nd instalment of this year’s 

                Precept of £1,550 

b. Invoices for payment: 

• Bus Shelter cleaning for July/Aug/Sept’13 

[3 hours @ £6.19 per hour] ………………….     Amount:       £      18.57 

• Annual Insurance Premium [5 year LTC]      Amount:       £    316.15 
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• Clerk’s Invoice for salary & expenses: 

[July/Aug/Sept 2013, + backdated pay & 

Incremental scale increase]………………….       Amount:     £    297.82 

• E-ON- Electricity charges 1/7/13 – 30/9/13  Amount:     £      13.16 

 After payment of the above invoices [£645.70] the combined amount held in the accounts is 

£5,081.60.  

c. External Audit: Nothing further to report; matter ongoing [A.P. Clerk] 

11. Any Other Business: 

a. Invitation received from SPLG to attend a meeting with the Planning Inspector for 

Sizewell C at Theberton Village Hall on Thursday 24th October’13:  Nobody was able to 

attend; invitation to be kept on file. 

b. Letter received from EDF Energy regarding the Sizewell C Offshore Ground Investigation 

works. Information noted and kept on file. 

c. Request for annual donations received from the Disability Advice Service, the C.A.B. and 

Homestart:  It was unanimously agreed to give a donation of £60 to the C.A.B. [Increase 

of £10] and £40 to the Disability Advice Service [Increase of £10] – cheques to be signed 

at the next meeting. [A.P. Clerk] 

d. Roger reported a problem with the collection of domestic waste  from his private 

dwelling and provided copies of correspondence received from SCDC. Councillors 

supported his view that this matter had been dealt with in a heavy-handed manner and 

suggested that he should seek the help of District Councillor Ray Herring to try and 

resolve the issue. 

e. Stephen Bayfield reported a continuing problem caused by litter left in the lay-bye near 

to his property on the A12 being blown into his garden. It was noted that whilst 

Stephen’s property is within the Little Glemham parish boundary, the lay-bye in question 

is actually in Marlesford.  Litter bins are provided in most of the larger lay-byes on the 

A12, but the one in question does not have any bins and unfortunately people who stop 

there are discarding their litter on site.  He has approached Marlesford Parish Council, 

who supported his request for the provision of a litter bin, but there has been no action 

to date.   The Council agreed to take the matter up with SCDC. [A.P. Clerk] 

12. Date of next meeting: [Budget meeting]: Monday 11th November 2013 at 8.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record………………………………………………………………………………………. 

                                                                        Peter Chaloner 

                                                                        Chairman 

                                                  Date:            11th November 2013 
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