LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on
Monday 8th November 2010 in the Parish Room

Present from the Council: Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Roger Blyth; Stuart Hogg. Colin Hart [District & County Councillor; Pat Trinder [Clerk]
Present from the Public: Mrs Kate Burt
Apologies for Absence: Sue Hussey; Graham Peck; Ceri Gleeson; Philip Hope-Cobbold; PCSO Thora Taylor.
Declaration of Interest:  None
Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th October 2010 were unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record.
Matters arising from the October Council meeting:
[a] Community Area: The annual community area inspection was carried out by PlaySafety Ltd on behalf of RoSPA in September 2010. The inspection identified some minor issues, including projecting bolt threads on the gate and under swing seats. The recommendation to replace the missing window in the wooden shed had been dealt with. With regard to the recommendation to lock the shed, there was an obvious misapprehension that this was a storage shed, instead of a shelter for easily accessible daily use. Suggested provision of a ‘dog bin’ – requested by a user at the time of inspection – this issue had been considered previously by the council, when it had been felt that the level of expenditure, in the region of £185 + VAT, could not be justified, given that there did not appear to be a general problem with dog fouling in the village. As far as councillors were aware, this situation had not changed, and the clerk confirmed that it is acceptable practice for dog waste, properly wrapped, to be put into ordinary grey dustbins, and the public should be encouraged to take the dog waste home, to do so. Issues raised during the regular monthly inspection in October included the straining wire along the top of the fence, which had been broken down; two loose fence posts and cracks in one of the big swing seats. The Chairman suggested that when it became necessary to purchase any replacement swings, the council should seek an alternative supplier to obtain a better quality product. As it was felt that there was nothing that demanded immediate attention it was agreed to arrange the next working party in the spring.
[b] Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths:
[I]  Stuart reported the appearance of some pot holes in Shop Lane, and agreed to monitor the situation.
[ii] Footway 1 – Mrs Burt reported that the footpath is very overgrown and impassable where cattle gates had been installed. It was agreed to investigate the complaint [A.P. Clerk]
[c] SNT Police presence: A written police report for October 2010 had been circulated [Copy to be filed with Minutes]
[d] Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.
[e] Provision of grit bin near to Tinkerbrook/Church Road/Beversham Road junction: SCC had proposed siting the new grit bin near to the signpost, at the 
T junction. Those present felt that a site in Church Road, at the top of the slope, would be a better location, and easier for volunteers spreading the grit. The County Council has to approve any suggested site, and issue a licence. It was therefore agreed to liaise with SCC and the volunteers [Sue and Graham], to try and resolve the situation. The council would have to order the bin direct. The clerk had obtained some quotations for an average size bin [approx. 3 ft long, height 3ft, depth 2 ½ ft] lowest price - £131.67 + VAT. On a proposition by the Chairman, the clerk was authorised to order the new bin. [A.P. Clerk]

S.C.C. & District Councillor’s Report:  Colin Hart reported as follows:
Purchase of new grit bin: Colin confirmed that he would be able to fund the total cost of a new grit bin from his Locality Budget. He would need a letter from the council, providing details of the cost and to whom the money should be paid. The Chairman conveyed the council’s thanks for his generous support. {A.P. Clerk]
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There will be significant cuts to District and County budgets. Every County Council service will be under pressure for cuts. Colin expanded on the information already received by the council relating to the proposals for Suffolk County Council’s New Strategic Direction, whereby some services could be run by local communities, i.e. private/voluntary/Parish Councils, at a greatly reduced level of funding.  In the case of Parish Councils, divestment would only happen if the Parish Council actually asked to take on a particular service, and requested the necessary operating budget. Neighbouring parishes could collaborate to take on services jointly in their communities. Peter questioned the present position on proposals for capping Precepts. He reported that some small Parish Councils are concerned that a large percentage increase in the Precept is, in real terms, only a small amount of cash. Colin advised that whilst there is going to be legislation introduced by Government, he thought it very unlikely that this proposal would proceed. Roger commented on recent press reports relating to the increase in management costs over a relatively short period of time and questioned whether the increase was justified, or would be reduced in the future.  Colin was aware of the situation, which he would continue to monitor.
      With regard to the District Council, whilst there will be cuts, it does not have
      services which can be outsourced in the same way.  Following the change of 
      Government, they will revisit the Local Development Framework and there will 
      be a fresh consultation. LGPC will be receiving a copy of the new Core
      Strategy document. The Chairman thanked Colin for his informative report.
      Replying to one or two more direct questions, Colin left the meeting.

Planning: Nothing to report.

Finance:
[a] Financial Update:
The amount in the current account is                                                           £    60.41
The amount in the deposit account is                                                          £2,963.64
                                                                                                         Total:  £3,024.05
[b] Invoices presented for payment:
	Playsafe Ltd – Community Area Annual 

Inspection [September 2010]                                 Amount:            £     74.03
	C.A.B. – Donation

[Minute Ref: 8[d] LGPC meeting 11.10.10 refers]  Amount:            £     50.00

            After above approved invoices have been paid [£124.03] the combined amount held 
            In the accounts will be £2,900.02.
           
            [c] Setting of annual budget 2011-2012 [See attached]
                  [I]  Details of the proposed budget had been circulated and was unanimously
                  accepted at £3,100. The clerk was authorised to submit a formal request for a 
                  Precept in this sum,  when the necessary paperwork is received from SCDC.
                  [A.P. Clerk]

                  [ii] Street Lighting Contract [Pearce & Kemp]  It was agreed in principle to 
                  renew the above contract, effective 1.4.2011 – 31.3.2014. Clerk authorised to
                  complete the necessary paperwork, when required. [Minute ref:8[d] LGPC
                 Meeting 11.10.10 refers] [A.P. Clerk]
                
                [iii] Disability Advice Service [East Suffolk] : On a proposition by the Chairman, 
                 it was agreed to pay a donation of £30.00, leaving a balance of £20 in this year’s
                 fund, ring-fenced for charitable donations. It should be noted, that the combined 
                 amount held in the accounts, after payment of this additional cheque, will therefore
                 be £2,8700.02.
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Suffolk County Council: New Strategic Direction: The Chairman referred to earlier discussions, under Agenda item 7. Councillors present supported his view that LGPC was not in a position to efficiently carry out any of the services currently undertaken by the County Council. It was therefore agreed that no action was required at this stage.

Schedule of meeting dates for 2011 to be held at 8.00 p.m. in the Parish Rooms: The following dates were unanimously agreed:

Monday 10th January                                      Monday 11th July
Monday 14th February                                     Monday 12th September
Monday 14th March                                         Monday 10th October
Monday 11th April                                            Monday 14th Nov [Budget meeting]
Monday   9th May [Parish Annual Meeting]
Monday 13th June

	Any Other Business:

[1] Mrs Burt referred to the County Council’s proposal to outsource services, and felt that, in real terms, there would be little or no actual cost saving, when issues such as redundancy payments, unemployment benefits, etc. were taken into account.  Mrs Burt was particularly concerned about proposals to offload services to the elderly, and drew the council’s attention to the County Council’s cabinet approved proposals to review the operation of council-owned care homes across Suffolk. Mrs Burt presented a petition against the closure of Lehmann House in Wickham Market for circulation. It was understood that a final decision on the future of the homes will be taken next March.  

	Date of next meeting: Monday 10th January 2011 at 8.00 p.m. 









Signed as a correct record……………………………………………………………………….
                                                                   Peter Chaloner

                                                   Date:       10th January 2011 
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