
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on  

Monday 12th May 2014 in the Parish Room 

 

1. Election of Chairman: On a Proposition by Stuart Hogg, Seconded by Roger Blyth, Mr Peter 

Chaloner was unanimously re-elected as Chairman of the Council. The Council formally 

received his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  

2. Present from the Council: Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman]; Stuart Hogg; Roger Blyth; Kate 

Burt; Philip Hope-Cobbold; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

3. Apologies for Absence: Ceri Larman; PCSO Thora Taylor; Cllr. Ray Herring, District Councillor  

4. Present from the Public: Mr D Dean; Stephen Burroughes [County Councillor] 

5. Declaration of Interest: None 

6. Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 14th April 2014 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record. 

7. Matters Arising from the 14th April meeting: 

a. Community Area Update: It was understood that Sue had completed the April 

inspection; Clerk to request completed worksheet;  There was nothing further to report. 

[A.P. Clerk] 

b. Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths:  Stephen confirmed that several 

issues relating to highways maintenance,  etc. had been raised during the meeting 

attended by the Chairman on the 21st March, and he would chase matters up in time for 

the next council meeting.  

c. SNT – Police Report: A written report had been circulated [Copy to be filed with 

Minutes] 

d. Neighbourhood Watch: A written report had been circulated. It was noted that the 

weekly newsletters would not be published for 6-12 weeks, from 1st May, in view of the 

Community Watch Liaison Officer’s absence from work during that period.  

e. Refurbishment of Village Sign: The Chairman reported that he had seen David Wright; 

work was still ongoing and steady progress was being made.  

f. Four Village Bypass Working Party:  Stuart presented a copy email received from 

Margaret Carswell relating to a recent article in the EADT regarding the attitude of EDF 

towards ‘consultation’, and outlining a suggested reply from the Working Party. Stephen 

stressed that all the issues raised by the council are still very much ‘on the table’ and will 

continue to be vigorously pursued. He outlined details of the public consultation which 

will be undertaken in the Autumn and the proposed Traffic Management consultation.  

Kate referred to issues raised at the last meeting she had attended relating to road 

building, which included the options for the Orwell Bridge, the Northern Bypass and the 

A12 bypass, and questioned why they were being considered as separate projects.  

Stephen stressed that they were all within the overall County transport plan and felt that 

in the long run, it was more beneficial for them to be considered in isolation.  The clerk 

reported that a written request for the £25 contribution had been received. On a 

Proposition by the Chairman, councillors agreed that this should be paid.  

g. Litter Pick 2014: Peter, Philip and Roger had completed their assigned areas and other 

councillors would endeavour to complete their areas as soon as possible. 

h. Commemorative bench on the Knoll: The Chairman had inspected the bench and 

managed to carry out some minor repairs to enable the seat to be used. 

i. Members’ Register of Interests: Councillors present confirmed that there had been no 

amendments/alterations to their individual Register of Interests.  
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8. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report:   Stephen reported on the following: 

• Proposal for Stephen to purchase ‘flashing speed limit signs’ via his Locality Budget, 

to be shared with other parishes: LGPC had confirmed its preference for this option 

and Stephen agreed to include this in discussions at the Framlingham Area Parishes 

briefing meeting on 14th May.                                                                

• Provision of litter bin – lay-bye on A12: Stephen had still not received any positive 

response from SCDC regarding this issue and the clerk was asked to contact Cllr. Ray 

Herring to ask for his assistance to progress the matter. [A.P. Clerk] 

• SCDC – Proposal to move to new HQ: Stephen updated the council on options being 

considered to see if a move to new premises is possible and how to make it happen 

without putting any cost onto the council tax payer.  

9. District Councillor’s Report: Nothing further to report. 

10. LGPC Casual Vacancy: SCDC had advised that the period of fourteen days within which ten 

electors could give notice claiming an election had expired and no such notice had been 

received. The Council  is therefore empowered to fill the casual vacancy by co-option, and 

the clerk was asked to place an advert in the next available edition of the Ebb and Flow. 

[A.P. Clerk] 

11. Planning: The following SCDC decisions were noted: 

      [a] Planning Application Ref: DC/14/0194: Land Opposite 20 Shop Lane: REFUSED 

      [b] Planning Application Ref: DC/13/3461: Sink Farm, Church Road: APPROVED 

12. Finance: 

a. Financial Update:  

     The amount in the current account is:                                                                           £      159.89 

     The amount in the deposit account is:                                                                              £5,269.77 ** 

                                                                                                                                 Total:           £5,429.66 

     ** The first instalment of 2014/15 Precept [£1550.01] is included in this figure 

b. Invoices for payment: 

•     Pearce & Kemp Ltd: Street Lighting maintenance 

Contract 1.4.14 – 31.3.15 …………………………………………………. Amount:         £  67.80 

•      Farnham with Stratford St Andrew P.C.  

[Four village Bypass Group]……………………………………………….. Amount:         £  25.00 

      After payment of the above invoices [£92.80] the combined amount held in the accounts is  

      £5,336.86. 

 c.  New Draft Model Financial Regulations: [Already circulated]  On a Proposition by the Chairman, 

       councillors unanimously RESOLVED to RATIFY and ADOPT the amended draft, as presented. 

 d. To formally review the Council’s internal control arrangements, including its Risk Management 

        arrangements:  Details of the existing arrangements had been circulated and on a Proposition 

        by the Chairman, were unanimously ADOPTED, without amendment, by the Council.  

 e.  To formally review the Council’s ‘Safeguarding’ policy: [Document already circulated via email] 

         Details were presented, and on a Proposition by the Chairman, the current ‘safeguarding’  

         policy, implemented in June 2013, was unanimously ADOPTED, without amendment, by the 

         Council.  

  f.  To formally review the Council’s Asset Register: [Details already circulated via email]  On a  

         Proposition by the Chairman, the current register was unanimously ADOPTED, without 

         amendment, by the Council.  

g. Review of Clerk’s Salary and proposed incremental scale increase:   

      1. 2014/15 National Salary Award for Local Council Clerks: 

           It was noted that the outcome of negotiations regarding the 2014/15 National Salary Award 

           for local Council clerks was not yet known. The Chairman proposed that the Council should  

           deal with this matter when the appropriate information was received. 
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      2. Proposed incremental scale increase: At present the clerk’s hourly rate is based on SCP 19 

           [£9.345p/hour] A proposal to increase the hourly rate to SCP 20  [£9.687p/hour backdated 

           To 1.4.14, was unanimously approved and adopted 

           The clerk thanked the Council for their decision in this matter. 

13.  To consider request received from Sevenoaks Town Council asking LGPC to support a proposal 

         they have submitted to government under the Sustainable Communities Act [1]: Details had 

         already been circulated and on a Proposition by the Chairman, it was unanimously agreed to 

         confirm LGPC’s support, in principle. [A.P. Clerk] 

14.  Any Other Business: 

         a. The Planning Inspectorate – Application by EDF Energy for an Order granting development 

               consent for the Sizewell C proposed nuclear development and scoping consultation:  In  

               view of the limited timescale for responses, the Chairman agreed to check through the 

               various references in the Planning Inspectorate’s letter and prepare an appropriate reply 

               on behalf of LGPC. [A.P. Peter] 

        b.   The Adnams Charity Report and Accounts 2012-2013:  It was agreed to keep the report on  

               file for future reference.  Several councillors thought that LGPC may be able to apply for  

               funding towards plans to improve the community area facilities, and it was agreed to look 

               closely at the criteria and guidelines for grant funding, as soon as the Council had some  

               fully costed proposals. 

        c.   Internal Audit Report: The clerk reported that the internal audit had been completed and 

              the report received that day, copies of which had been circulated.  Councillors were  

              pleased to note that it was satisfactory in all areas. The following recommendations,  

              relating to procedural issues, had been made: 

              [1] The list of payments made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act1972 should 

                    be corrected to Sect 142 [2A] prior to submission of the accounts to the External 

                    Auditors.  

              [2] To comply with S26 of the Localism Act 2011, the Council should formally resolve to 

                    Adopt the 2012 Code of Conduct for the purposes of discharging its duty to promote and 

                    maintain high standards of conduct within its area and Minute the resolution  

                    accordingly.  It was agreed to comply with Recommendation [1] above immediately, and 

                    the clerk would  check the Council minutes, before implementing item [2]. The accounts 

                    would be posted to the external auditors, BDO Stoy Hayward in time for this year’s audit 

                    date of 24th June. [A.P. Clerk] 

        d.   Roger presented his apologies for the June meeting. 

 

15.   Date of next meeting: Monday 9th June 2014 at 8.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record………………………………………………………………………………… 

                                                            Peter Chaloner 

                                                            Chairman 

                                              DATE:    9TH June 2014 
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