
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on 

Monday 14th March 2016 in the Parish Room 

 

1. Present from the Council: Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Philip Hope-Cobbold; Ceri Larman; 

Tony Eaves; Kate Burt; Claire Peck; Roger Blyth; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public:  Stephen Burroughes [County Councillor]  Mr Stephen Bayfield; 

Lindsay Last; Mrs R McSweeney; Mr Frank Hilder; Annette Cresswell; Ms Emma Angell; Anna 

Shand; Anne Chapman; Betty Chapman; Mrs Y Everson; Mrs Rosemary Stewart-Hindley;  

3. Apologies for Absence: Carol Poulter [District Councillor] 

4. Declaration of Interest: None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: On a Proposition by the Chairman, Seconded by Cllr. Philip 

Hope-Cobbold, the Minutes of the last meeting held on 8th February 2016 were unanimously 

adopted and signed as a correct record. 

6. Matters Arising from the 8th February Council meeting: 

a. [i]  Community Area Update: Philip confirmed that he had got an ‘up and over’ metal 

stile, that he thought would be suitable to put over the fence on the eastern side of the 

community area; Roger reported on the March inspections to date; no new matters of 

concern were noted; suggestion that the commemorative seat should be renovated. 

Councillors supported the Chairman’s proposal to arrange a working party next month, 

to put the stile in place, repair and/or replace the broken fence posts, and restore the 

bench to a good condition. [A.P. Clerk] 

[ii] Improvements to Community Area Play Facilities: To include: 

Update report from Tony re: any progress made with the outline schedule and business plan: 

Tony advised that he had not yet progressed the business plan, in the light of the letter 

received from  Lindsay Last [already circulated] objecting to some of the suggested 

proposals for car parking provision discussed by the Council at the February meeting. The 

Chairman also acknowledged receipt of letters from Ms Emma Angell and Mrs R 

McSweeney, delivered at tonight’s meeting. The clerk wished to reassure members of the 

public present that that the suggested options discussed by the Council were in their 

infancy, and no arbitrary decisions had been made. The Chairman confirmed that, following 

the consultation/survey undertaken by the Council last year, councillors were committed to 

improving the Community Area play facilities, to provide a worthwhile legacy for the village. 

It was agreed to approach the project in two phases, to include the possibility of providing 

car parking, not only to enhance the use of the play area, but to also increase the use of the 

Parish Room, which for many years has been hampered by the lack of car parking space; the 

Council envisaged further consultation with parishioners, if and when a realistic plan for the 

project emerged.  The Chairman summarised some of the objections to the car park 

proposals, which he considered to be very valid concerns: 

Proximity to neighbouring houses; entrance and exit to the site would be at the narrowest 

part of Church Road and would have an obscured view down towards the A12; worries about 

illegal encampments; The Chairman invited further comments from residents and several 

other issues were raised, including the perceived problems for neighbouring properties, with 

any lighting provision for the car park; potential for increased flooding in an area already 

designated  as “high risk” of surface water flooding, if the car park was tarmacked; 

opposition to the use of the scrub area at the top of the existing play area, which many  

residents felt should be preserved in its natural state, particularly as it provided an ideal 

habitat for nightingales and other wildlife; Strong opposition to the use of present allotment 

land for the proposals being considered; Ms. Angell specifically asked if the allotment plot,  
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recently vacated would be re-let. On a point of information, the Chairman advised that the 

Council does not own or administer any allotment land in the parish and residents should 

approach Glemham Estates in this regard.  Mr Bayfield spoke in support of the provision of 

car parking for both facilities and felt that objections relating to visibility and drainage 

problems could be resolved. The Parish Room committee faced an ongoing battle to raise 

sufficient funds to maintain and run the venue and people from outside the village need to 

be encouraged to use the facilities, if they are to continue as a viable community asset. Anna 

Shand confirmed that potential bookings for the Parish Rooms are often lost because there 

is no available parking. Cllr. Roger Blyth repeated his view that any car parking provision 

should be located as near to the Parish Rooms as possible and referred to his original 

suggestion to create a lay-bye, from the play area, up the street to an agreed point, to 

provide both road widening and car parking provision, in one scheme. There was some 

support from residents for this suggestion, although some councillors were not confident 

that this would be a viable option. There was also support for the provision of a car park 

directly opposite the Parish Rooms, although the Chairman advised that previous efforts by 

the Council to convert the triangular piece of land next to the Community Area into a car 

park had failed, because SCDC had intimated that approval would be refused due to its 

proximity to nearby houses. However, it was agreed that further enquiries could be made to 

ascertain the District Council’s present attitude to the proposal. After a further general 

‘question and answer’ session, the Chairman brought discussions on this item to a close.  He 

confirmed that all the points made by residents had been noted and the next step would be 

for the Council to reconsider its proposals. He thanked residents for attending and 

participating so frankly in the discussion. [A.P. Clerk/Councillors; Future Agenda item] 

b. Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: 

a. LGPC Request for new street sign for ‘Streetfield’ and refurbishment of road signs at 

A12 junction: SCDC had advised that they were waiting for Suffolk Highways to 

approve the proposed location for the new sign. Stephen Burroughes agreed to raise 

the matter at his planned meeting with Highways on 15th March. An order for the 

refurbishment work had been placed and SCDC would check progress. 

b. Anna Shand reported blocked storm drains on the A12 and overgrown vegetation 

along the footpath leading up to Glemham Hall which was impeding people trying to 

walk along it. Stephen also agreed to report these issues at his meeting. 

c. Complaint about overhanging trees at Buttons Road/ The Avenue, which the 

Chairman thought was the landowner’s responsibility. [A.P. Clerk; Stephen]  

c. Neighbourhood Watch Update: Regular updates continue to be included on the Council 

website; 

d. Refurbishment of Village sign: Work still ongoing. 

e. Four Village Bypass Working Party update:[Renamed ‘Suffolk’s Energy Gateway’] The 

Chairman reported on his attendance at a recent ‘drop in’ session organised by Planning 

Aid England [PAE] and reiterated the point that their role in the Sizewell C Stage 2 

consultation will be to offer planning advice and support; LGPC will have to formulate 

and submit its own response. One-to-one workshops with Parish and Town Councils will 

be provided in the near future. There seemed to be a general consensus that the 4-

village Bypass Group should submit a joint response.             

f. Sizewell C:  Information/documents circulated since the last meeting, as outlined on the 

agenda, were taken as read and received. Nothing further to report in the light of delays 

relating to the Hinkley Point C facility. 

g. G. Auto-enrolment {Pensions] – Update: Further information received since the last 

meeting was taken as read and received.                                                            [Page 2 of 4] 

 



7. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report: Copies of Stephen’s written report had been circulated 

and taken as read and received and Stephen expanded on one or two of the issues included. 

With regard to his earlier request for LGPC to arrange an extraordinary meeting to discuss 

the highways and related improvements suggested by the Council, Stephen proposed to 

arrange for a representative from Suffolk Highways to attend and make a presentation.  

This, he felt, would provide an opportunity to obtain factual information in order to progress 

viable options within a reasonable timescale.  He agreed to liaise with Highways and arrange 

a mutually convenient date, either at the end of April, or May.  Mrs Everson urged the 

Council to implement measures to reduce vehicle speed through the village.  The Chairman 

confirmed that this was included in the issues they wished to take forward; Stephen 

suggested that the Council may wish to consider sharing a mobile visual speed indicator sign 

with a neighbouring parish, and agreed to provide funding for the initiative. [A.P. Stephen 

Burroughes] 

8. District Councillor’s Report: Nothing to report in Carol’s absence. 

9. Planning: Nothing to report. 

10. Finance: 

a. Financial Update: 

The amount in the current account is:                                                   £      16.25 

The amount in the deposit account is:                                                   £5,324.37 

                                                                                                     Total:       £5,340.62 

b. Invoices for Payment:  

P Chaloner [Reimburse repair to goal post – J Pegg Invoice] ………..  £    19.20  

After payment of the above invoice [£19.20] the combined amount held in the accounts is 

£5,321.42. 

c. VAT reclamation for 2015/16: The clerk reported that an amount of £65.67 had been 

claimed. 

d. S.A.L.C. – LAIS1386 National Living Wage & 1387 Apprenticeships: Copies of the 

document had been circulated via email and was taken as read and received.  

11. Litter Pick 2016: The clerk confirmed that she would be contacting SCDC regarding the 

supply of black sacks, recycling sacks and rubber gloves. Copies of the previously assigned 

areas of the village had been circulated to councillors via email. Cllr Tony Eaves suggested 

that members of the public present may wish to participate in this year’s litter pick. There 

was a very positive response and, on a Proposition by the Chairman, it was unanimously 

agreed that everyone taking part should assemble at the Parish Rooms at 10.00 a.m. on 

Saturday 23rd April. [A.P. Clerk] 

12. Any Other Business 

a. Letter received from Coastal Accessible Transport Service Ltd [CATS] – Rural Transport 

Contracts: Copies of the letter had been circulated and was taken as read and received.  

b. S.A.L.C. – Amended agenda for the area meeting to be held on 14.3.16: Information 

circulated and noted; 

c. S.A.L.C. – Funding available for community green space projects: Information circulated 

and noted.  

d. The clerk wished to draw the Council’s attention to a typing error in the ‘Financial 

Update’ figures [Agenda Item 10[a]] in the January 2016 minutes, when the ‘total funds’  

figure, minus the invoices for payment, was incorrectly typed in the total balance shown,  

before the invoice total was deducted.  On a Proposition by the Chairman, the clerk was 

authorised to amend the minutes accordingly. [A.P. Clerk] 

e. Roger referred to the joint commitment made by SCC and SCDC to spend £500,000 

building a business case for the 4VB and asked if this could be be ‘put on hold’ until a 

decision on Sizewell C is made. Stephen confirmed that this money has been set aside 

for a business plan and for the present will remain in limbo.                      [Page 3 of 4] 



f. Annette Cresswell asked if the Council could provide another ‘Fido’ dog waste bin in the 

village. The top of Shop Lane was suggested as a possible location, and the Chairman 

agreed to put the matter on next month’s agenda. [A.P. Clerk] 

g. Frank Hilder reported briefly on an ongoing problem with reinstatement of one of the 

village footpaths and asked if the parish had a footpath warden. The Chairman 

confirmed that the village did not have an appointed warden and councillors accepted 

Mr Hilder’s kind offer to walk and check the local footpaths; suggested contact via the 

Chairman and/or clerk’s email. [A.P. Clerk] 

13. Date of next meeting: Monday 11th April 2016 at 8.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record……………………………………………………………. 

                                                         Peter Chaloner 

                                                         Chairman 

                                         DATE:     11th April 2016 
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