
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on  

Monday 11
th

 March 2013 in the Parish Room 

 

1. Present from the Council: Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Sue Hussey; Roger Blyth; Philip Hope-

Cobbold; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public: None 

3. Apologies for absence: Stuart Hogg; Ceri Larman; Colin Hart [County Councillor] PCSO Thora 

Taylor; 

4. Declaration of Interest: None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 11
th

 February 2013 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record.  

6. Matters Arising from the February 11
th

 Council meeting: 

[a] Community Area Update: The Chairman confirmed that he had put the new roofing felt on 

the shed and had also put some new wood on both apexes.  Roger agreed to paint the new 

wood with barn paint, when the weather improved. Sue reported evidence of rabbits chewing 

the new goalpost nets and one loose fence post. She wondered if it might be prudent to paint 

preservative onto the swing frames as the wooden surfaces were deteriorating, particularly at 

ground level. It was thought that the damage was primarily caused by the strimmers used during 

the grass cutting season, and it was agreed to monitor the situation. No other major problems 

had been identified during the February inspection.  

[b]Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: Nothing further to report. 

[c] SNT Police Report: A written report, advising that no crimes had been recorded for the 

village, had been circulated [Copy to be filed with Minutes] 

[d] Neighbourhood Watch: The clerk confirmed that an appropriate advertisement seeking a 

replacement volunteer for the post of co-ordinator had been submitted to the Ebb and Flow, 

and should appear in the April edition. 

[e] Proposed refurbishment of the village sign: Nothing further to report. 

[f] Four Village Bypass Working Party: It was noted that a second invoice had been received in 

respect of LGPC’s share towards administrative support for the Four Village Bypass Group for the 

period 12.12.12 to 1.2.13. There was nothing further to report in Stuart’s absence. 

[g] Sizewell C Consultation: The Chairman advised that he had put the Minutes of the Sizewell C 

Community Forum meetings onto the Council’s website.  The Chairman considered that it was 

no longer necessary to include this as a regular monthly agenda item, noting that any future 

developments would be reported as and when they occurred.  

[h] Annual Litter Pick 2013: It was agreed to arrange a mutually convenient date at the next 

meeting. 

7.   District Councillor’s Report: 

      [a] Disqualification of Graham Peck due to absence from Parish Council meetings due to ill 

      health:  The Chairman and clerk outlined the reasons and sequence of events that had led to the  

      present unfortunate situation that had arisen, albeit unintentionally.  LGPC traditionally does not 

      hold meetings during the months of August and December. Graham’s last attendance was  

      recorded on 9
th

 July 2012 and it had been presumed that the first meeting he missed thereafter 

      was in September 2012, given that LGPC does not meet in August.  Moving forward on this basis, 

      subsequent absences were recorded for the months of October and November 2012 and  

      January and February 2013, making a total of 5 in all, and it was therefore the Chairman’s  

      intention to consider an extension of office, due to extenuating circumstances, at the March 

      Council meeting. However, the rules relating to this matter refer to disqualification due to  

 

                                                                                                                                                      [Page 1 of 3 ] 



“failures to attend any meeting of the authority throughout a “period of six consecutive 

months” – and this applies whether or not the Parish Council has scheduled meetings.  In 

other words, the six months referred to runs from the date of the last attendance, not the 

first meeting missed, as previously thought.  On a proposition by the Chairman, councillors 

agreed to declare and advertise a Casual Vacancy, and if a bye-election is not called for 

[requiring ten or more electors to call for an election in writing within the statutory 

timescale] LGPC is thereafter empowered to fill the vacancy by co-option. It was agreed to 

write to Graham, to explain the present situation and outline the action taken, and to also 

convey the Council’s sincere thanks for all his hard work, enthusiasm and dedication to duty, 

and to also add their best wishes for a speedy recovery to full health. [A.P. Clerk] 

[b]SCDC had offered to provide LGPC with District Council monthly reports, in view of  the 

present situation, as outlined in 7[a] above.  It was agreed to accept this offer, and provide 

details of future meeting dates, etc. as requested. [A.P. Clerk] 

 

.     8.    Members’ Register of Interests: The clerk provided paper copies of the Register of Interests  

              forms to those councillors who had not yet completed their forms on line. These should be  

              returned to the clerk, for onward transmission to SCDC who had kindly agreed to transpose  

              the details onto the online system. [A.P. Clerk] 

 

       9.   Planning: Nothing to report. 

 

     10.  SCDC: Modifications to the pre-submission Suffolk Coastal Core Strategy & Development 

              Management Policies Plan Document [The Core Strategy] The consultation document was  

              still In circulation.  Having read the documents, the Chairman did not feel that there were 

              any significant changes that would impact on Little Glemham, and he therefore did not  

              propose to comment at this stage.  Councillors were asked to submit any comments to the  

              clerk, via email, prior to the deadline of  5
th

 April 2013. [A.P. Clerk] 

 

      11.  Finance:  

              [a] Financial Update: 

              The amount in the current account is:                                                                     £       34.72 

               The amount in the deposit account is:                                                                    £ 3,667.15 

               V.A.T. reclamation received for 2012/13:                                                                        71.34 

                                                                                                                                  Total:          £ 3,773.21 

              [b]  Invoices presented for payment: 

• Parish Room: Hire of room for 11 meetings in 2012 

[10 x 2 hour sessions @ £6.00 per hour; 

 1 ½ hours @ £6.00 per hour]……………………………        Amount:                 £129.00 

• Farnham with Stratford St. Andrew Parish Council 

[LGPC share towards administrative support for 

               Four Village Bypass Group: 12.12.12 – 1/2/13             Amount:                £  85.53 

After approved invoices have been paid [£214.53] the combined amount held in the  

Accounts will be £3,558.68. 

              [c]  VAT reclamation for 2012/13:  An amount of £71.34 had been received and was     

               Included the balance figures shown above.  
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         12.  Any Other Business: 

                 [1]  Philip referred to the earlier report of rabbits chewing the new goalpost nets in 

                        the community area, and offered to try to arrange for a rabbit cull to be carried 

                        out at a future date. 

         13.  Date of next meeting:  Monday 8
th

 April 2013 at 8.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                                                                             Peter Chaloner 

                                                      Date:             8
th

 April 2013 
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