LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 
Monday 12th April 2010 
In the Parish Rooms

PRESENT FROM THE COUNCIL:  Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Sue Hussey, Ceri Gleeson; Philip Hope-Cobbold; Stuart Hogg; Roger Blyth;  Pat Trinder [Clerk]
PRESENT FROM THE PUBLIC: None
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Graham Peck; Colin Hart [District & County Councillor]  PCSO Thora Taylor.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  None
Minutes of the last Meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2010 were unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record.

Matters arising from the March 2010 Council meeting:
[a] Community Area: A few general maintenance issues were noted during the March inspection, including: loose fence posts; broken weatherboard on the hut; some of the plastic covering from the swing chains has worn off, leaving the metal jagged in places.  Peter confirmed that he had some spare posts and swing chains in storage and Philip had 2 pieces of weatherboard left from a previous repair.  It was agreed to arrange a working party to deal with the above, removal of graffiti on the table and other regular maintenance, when the weather improves.
[b] Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: The Chairman had received a complaint about the overgrown footpath from the School House to Glemham Hall, which has become encroached by grass and weeds on both sides. A.P. Clerk to report to appropriate authorities.
[c] Annual Litter Pick 2010: The gloves, rubbish sacks, and recycling sacks received from SCDC were distributed to the council. The litter pick is to take place later this month. It was agreed to assign areas of the village as last year, as follows:
Peter Chaloner: Home to green south along A12 as far as boundary
Sue Hussey: Tinkerbrook
Roger Blyth: Sink Farm to the church
Graham Peck: Tinkerbrook to Sink Farm House
Stuart Hogg: Shop Lane  A12 up to Pear Tree Farm
Philip Hope-Cobbold: Remainder of A12  Pear Tree Farm northwards
Ceri Cleeson: Church Road to Church Drive
[c] Provision of additional grit bins: The clerk had circulated details of Colin Hart’s offer of financial help from his Locality Budget towards the cost of additional grit bins, and the council’s thanks were noted. Councillors supported the Chairman’s suggestion that this matter should be left in abeyance until after the forthcoming elections.
[d] SNT – Police presence: A written police report for March 2010 had been circulated [Copy to be filed with Minutes]
[e] Neighbourhood Watch Scheme: Nothing to report.
Planning: Nothing to report.
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Suffolk Coastal Core Strategy: Submission of Waste Core Strategy Development Plan document to the Secretary of State: Correspondence relating to this matter had been circulated via email and the clerk also presented a full copy of the pre-submission document. After a brief discussion, councillors supported the Chairman’s view that the best strategy would be to leave things as they are, and to make no further comment at this stage.

Finance
[a] Financial Update:
The amount in the current account is:  £  145.60
The amount in the deposit account is:  £1,463.11
                                             Total:       £1,608.71

After approved invoices have been paid  {£235.40] the combined amount held in the accounts will be £1,373.31

[b] Invoices approved to be paid:
	Bus shelter cleaning Jan/Feb/March 2010  Amount: £  17.40

S.A.L.C. Annual Membership                    Amount: £ 108.00
Clerk’s invoice for salary & expenses
          [March 2010]                                          Amount: £  96.95 **
	E-ON – Street Lighting: Jan-March 2010  Amount: £  13.05


          **  The Chairman noted that the clerk had been in post for 1 year and therefore
                proposed that her salary should be reviewed with a view to 
                implementing an appropriate incremental scale increase. A.P. Clerk to
                provide detailed figures for the next meeting.
            
            [c] Signing off of accounts for 2009/10: Individual copies of the end of year 
                  accounts for the year ended 31st March 2010 were circulated. On a 
                  proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed that councillors should have
                  an opportunity to study the accounts before the next meeting when it is 
                  hoped they can be approved and signed off.  Councillors were asked to 
                  contact the clerk if they had any queries which could be addressed prior
                  the May meeting.

Parish Council Annual Meeting: Monday 10th May 2010 : It was agreed to invite Colin Hart [District & County Councillor] PCSO Thora Taylor and representatives of the Parish Room Committee; Parochial Church Council; Keep Fit Club and Debney Trust to present an annual report at this year’s meeting.

Any other Business:
[1] A village resident had contacted the clerk about the following issues:
[a]  Excessive vehicle speed through the village: The SafetyCam van already visits the village from time to time, although not usually during the morning rush hour, when the volume of traffic can be a problem for people trying to cross the A12. Whilst it was generally felt that the introduction of the 30 mph speed limit, speed roundels and rumble strips in recent years had improved the
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situation, compared to previously, the Chairman suggested making enquiries about a neighbourhood/community speed watch scheme already operating in other parts of Suffolk. A.P. Clerk to investigate and report at the next meeting.
[b]  Provision of a “Fido” [dog waste] bin in the village:  Responsibility for funding the provision of a dog waste bin, at a cost of £185 + VAT, would lie with the Parish Council; thereafter SCDC would maintain and empty.  The  Council has discussed this issue before, when it had been felt that this level of expenditure could not be justified, given that there did not appear to be a general problem with dog fouling in the village. As far as councillors were aware, this situation had not changed. The clerk confirmed that it is acceptable practice for dog waste, properly wrapped, to be put into ordinary grey dustbins, and the public should be encouraged to take the dog waste home, to do so. The clerk advised that a written reply, outlining the above, had been sent to the resident. It was agreed that no further action was necessary.

Date of next Meeting: [Parish & Parish Council Annual meetings]:
Monday 10th May 2010 at 8.00 p.m.









Signed as a correct record……………………………………………..
                                                        Peter Chaloner

                                      Date           10th May 2010 

