
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Tuesday 8th October 2019 in the Parish Room 

1. Present from the Council: Philip Hope-Cobbold [Chairman] Lyne Gibbs; Emma Angell; Claire 

Peck; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Clerk’s Vacancy: The clerk had circulated details provided by two applicants who had 

confirmed their interest in the vacancy. Lynne kindly offered to liaise with both applicants to 

determine a mutually convenient date and time for interview, and would notify other 

councillors accordingly; [A.P. Lynne/Clerk] 

3. Present from the Public:  4 

4. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs. Stephen Bayfield; Frank Hlder; Stephen Burroughes [County 

Councillor; Carol Poulter [District Councillor; 

5. The Chairman wished to record the Council’s sincere condolences to Cllr. Stephen Bayfield 

following the death of his son, Mat; 

6. Declarations of Interest: Philip Hope-Cobbold: Agenda item 7 [a] [iii] [iv] [v]; 

7. Minutes of last meeting:  The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2019 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record. [Proposed by Cllr. Lynne Gibbs; 

Seconded by Cllr. Emma Angell;] 

8. Matters Arising from the 10th September Council meeting: 

a. [i] Community Area Update:  A resident reported that the chains on one of the swings 

had become badly tangled at the top of the structure and needed attention. It was 

hoped that an update on any outstanding repairs could be provided at the next meeting. 

No further reports were presented in Frank and Stephen’s absence; 

[ii] Annual Safety Inspection Report. The annual community area inspection was carried 

out by Playsafety Ltd on behalf of RoSPA on 18th September, and their report had been 

circulated via email. The clerk referred to items rated at medium to high risk levels, 

outlining the tasks suggested by the inspector; these included repairs/replacement of 

some of the posts supporting the chain link fencing; the stile and supporting structure; 

goal posts supports; and both the toddler and junior swings. Councillors acknowledged 

that the condition of the swings was the primary concern, noting that whilst the Council 

had reinforced all of the swing supports over the last two years, spending more money 

on temporary repairs would be a false economy, given that the inspector was reluctant 

to guarantee the long term effectiveness of the repairs, and the overriding fact that the 

swings are reaching the end of their ‘useful life’.   After further discussion, on a 

Proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed that no immediate action was needed, and 

that the Council should use its own judgement to monitor the risk, noting that weekly 

inspections should pick up any deterioration/changes. [A.P. Councillors/Clerk] 

[iii]  New Draft Lease:  Matter ongoing; 

[iv]  Fencing and Clearing the site:  Copies of a letter received from a resident, 

expressing concern at the Council’s plans to cut back some trees and vegetation in the  

wooded area next to the playing field to create a separate dog exercising area, had been 

circulated, along with a comprehensive response to the issues raised, received from Cllr. 

Stephen Bayfield. A further letter of objection, signed by several village children, was 

read out at the meeting.  The Chairman reiterated the point made by Stephen Bayfield, 

that it was never the Council’s intention to completely destroy the copse area adjacent 

to the community area, but wished to achieve a sensible balance between 

environmental responsibilities and acceptable management of the area by means of 

thinning and coppicing to create more open space for people to exercise their dogs, 

particularly if the Council proceeded with the proposal to formally prohibit dogs from 

the Community play area space.                                                                           [Page 1 of 3]                                           



Cllr. Claire Peck reiterated her earlier concerns about the decision to create a dedicated 

dog exercising area, and questioned the need for such a facility in what was a rural 

village environment, with plenty of footpaths/open space available for dog 

walking/exercise, and residents present at the meeting supported this view.  Cllr. Lynne 

Gibbs suggested that, as a matter of courtesy, further discussion on this issue should be 

deferred, in the absence of Cllrs. Stephen Bayfield and Frank Hilder, both of whom held 

strong views in support of the original proposal. On a Proposition by the Chairman, it 

was agreed to hold this matter in abeyance. [A.P. Clerk] 

[v] Associated car parking provision:  Matter deferred; Agenda item 7[a] [ii] Sept.’19 

meeting refers; 

[vi] Improvements to community area play facilities:  In abeyance; 

b.  Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths:  A report received about what was 

thought to be deliberately broken trees branches and debris falling into the 

watercourse/ditch at the top of Shop Lane, near to the pumping station; [A.P. Clerk] 

c. Proposition to use allotment land to create a communal space for childrens’ informal 

outside learning project: Emma reported that the project was moving forward; 

information flyers had been delivered and plans were underway to submit an 

application for grant funding from Adnams Community Grant scheme; it is hoped to 

provide a small summerhouse/learning space, with bench seating;  further help will be 

required with some ground clearance, fencing, etc.  and an information platform needs 

to be established, for e.g. the Council website was suggested; [A.P. Emma] 

d. Provision of dog waste bin in Shop Lane: A resident volunteered to take a photograph 

of the suggested location for the new bin and forward a copy to the clerk; costings to be 

obtained; order to be processed once site agreed by all interested parties; [A.P. Clerk] 

e. Suggestion to hold a second litter pick in the village during October: On a Proposition 

by the Chairman, it was agreed to defer this item;  

9. Sizewell C:  The clerk confirmed that LGPC’s response to the Stage 4 consultation had been 

submitted, as agreed; copies forwarded to neighbouring parishes; 

10. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report: Nothing further to report; 

a. Little Glemham Speed Watch:  Cllr. Frank Hilder had confirmed that he had received the 

equipment;  [Invoice awaited]; Arrangements to be made for the necessary police 

training for all volunteers; N.B. Stephen Burroughes to be kept updated so that 

appropriate publicity can be arranged when the scheme is up and running; [A.P. 

Clerk/Frank] 

11. District Councillor’s Report: Nothing further to report. 

12. Planning: Responding to a query raised by  Emma, the clerk confirmed that  the council had 

not received any recent ‘Listed Building’ planning applications;  noted full details of all 

planning applications easily accessible , via the Planning Authority’s website;  

13. Finance: 

a. Financial Update: 

The amount in the current account is:                                                              £  1,148.51 

The amount in the deposit account is:                                                                  7,677.50 

                                                                                                                    TOTAL: £  8,826.01 

b. Renewal of Council Insurance Policy: [Included in ’Invoices to be paid’ below] Detailed 

renewal documentation received had been circulated, including information relating to a 

new unique policy that has been developed which better meets the requirements of 

Parish Councils. As before, the Council can opt for a 3 year Long Term Agreement, which  

protects premium levels, although it should be noted that premiums will still rise during 

the term of the LTA if any additions and/or amendments are made to the sums insured, 

or if the government increases the level of Insurance Premium Tax [IPT]; other terms of 

the policy are also an improvement on the existing policy.                              [Page 2 of 3] 



 Recommended that LGPC  should proceed with the renewal, on the basis of the new 

‘Parish Protect’ policy, underwritten by the Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Group; 2019 

Renewal Premium due, taking advantage of a 3 year LTA: £312.82; [2018 premium: 

£366.83] Proposed by the Chairman; Seconded by Cllr. Lynne Gibbs] Unanimously 

agreed; [A.P. Clerk] 

c. Invoices for Payment: 

•  Clerk’s invoice for salary & expenses [Sept’19]………  Amount:    £   133.16    

• Council Insurance Renewal Premium 2019……………… Amount:    £   312.82 

• Playsafety Limited [Annual Safety Inspection fee]….. Amount:     £     86.40 

• E-ON Electricity Charges: 1.7.19 – 30.9.19………………..Amount:    £     35.87 

After payment of the above invoices [£568.25] the combined amount held in the accounts is 

£8,257.76**  N.B. Figure includes grant monies received in respect of Speed Watch 

equipment; invoice awaited;  

d. Internal Audit: Matter ongoing;  

14. Any Other Business: 

a. Council Tax Support Letter from East Suffolk Council: Letter circulated; information 

noted; 

b. Energy event: 22nd November’19: Letter circulated; information noted; 

15. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 12th November 2019  

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed 

the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

                                                                            Philip Hope-Cobbold 

                                                                            Chairman 

                                                            DATE:      12TH November 2019 
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